CEQA → DEIR →  

Your Input/mitigations & alternatives →  FEIR → if approved →  

Culver City's  new O&G regs
Background information:  CEQA makes environmental protection a mandatory part of every California state and local (public) agency's decision making proess. The EIR is considered the heart of CEQA, mitigation and alternatives are considered the heart of the EIR. 

In addition to the Proposed Project, 5 Alternatives were considered ranging from 
Alternative 1:  No project

Alternative 2:  No deep wastewater disposal injection [linked to earthquakes in Oklahoma & elsewhere] 

Alternative 3:  No well stimulation treatments, includes fracking, acidizing, gravel packing,etc.

Alternative 4:  Must only use electrical drilling & fracking equipment [no diesel for drilling]

Alternative 5:  No net increase in wells [for every new well drilled, one must be properly abandoned/sealed off.]
*** In proposing a Superior Alternative, know that you can combine alternatives and/or propose your own Alternative for consideration. However it must fit with the Project Goal and  Objectives. 

Per section 5.2.1 in EIR Section 5.0 Project Alternatives: The goal of the Specific Plan is to establish safeguards and controls for activities related to drilling for and production of oil, gas, and other hydrocarbon substances within the City’s portion of the Inglewood Oil Field. 
However, the project (proposed regulations) and all the alternatives, even with the proposed mitigations, still present  unavoidable and significant risks to our health and safety.   
Suggestions for a Superior Alternative: 

1.
Recommend that Alternatives 2, 3, 4 and 5 be combined. AND
2.
To minimize the significant risk to our health from Toxic Air Contaminants (TACs), especially PM 10 and PM2.5  recommend consideration of  any or all of the following:
· Setbacks/buffer zones from places where people live, work, shop, recreate, or congregate be at least a

· Minimum 2640' (1/2 mile) based on a state authorized, taxpayer-funded Study of the Petroleum Geological Potential and Potential Public Health Risks Associated with Hydraulic Fracturing and Oil and Gas Development in The Los Angeles Basin  https://ccst.us/publications/2015/vol-III-chapter-4.pdf, that indicates significant health risks within 1/2 mile of oil & gas operations; or ask for

· Minimum 2500 setbacks, which the Los Angeles City Council is exploring for urban oil wells;  or

· Minimum 1500' setbacks  (legal precedent set in Dallas, Texas since 2013);  or  have a

· Minimum 1320 (1/4 mile) buffer zone that the official 2018 LACO Health Study alludes to; or 

· Minimally  require that 1000' (as in Maryland 2016)  setback/buffer zone be required  -- rather than the proposed 400' buffer zones in the Culver City EIR  that have no supportive scientific data  to protect our health, whereas the other setbacks do.
· A Health Risk Assessment be conducted to determine a baseline for periodic assessment 
· That probable cause of cancers and deaths in the vicinty of the oil field be investigated – as a prerequisite before issuing drilling permits. In the EIR Exhibit 4.2-2,  MATES IV  (May, 2015) states the carcinogenic risk over the majority of the Culver City IOF is estimated to be 978 cases per million, whereas MATES III (2008)  indicated 600-800 excess cases per million individuals exposed.  Is the number growing?? 
Fyi,  MATES is a periodic  Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study  These reports conducted by South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) are tax-payer funded.  
3. Demand a surety bond adequate to pay for a worst case scenario.                                                      








---  more details on next page --- 
3. Demand a surety bond adequate to pay for a worst case scenario.

· What surety does the State of California require? “STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION, DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES (DOGGR)  INDIVIDUAL OIL AND GAS WELL INDEMNITY BOND” ftp://ftp.consrv.ca.gov/pub/oil/forms/Oil%26Gas/BONDS/INDIVIDUAL/OG160A.PDF
· How much does an oil and gas well surety bond cost in California?  And whom does it protect? https://www.suretybonds.com/states/california/oil-gas-well-bond.html:
The California Department of Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources requires operators that drill, deepen or alter wells in the state to post a surety bond for each well being worked on.   For wells that are less than 10,000 feet deep, the required bond amount is $25,000.  For wells that are 10,000 feet or deeper, the bond requirement is $40,000. 
Does this protect you?   

What are the costs to be adequately indemnified?
The EIR in section  R:\Projects\CUL\3CUL000100\Draft EIR\4 5 Geo-Seism-091117.docx 4.5-12 4.5 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity states that

The Northridge earthquake on January 17, 1994 (M6.7), ...  produced strong ground motions over an extensive area. The earthquake occurred on a previously unrecognized blind thrust fault, and no surface rupture that can be unequivocally associated with the main shock has been identified. . . .The main shock lasted between 1 and 20 seconds and produced the highest ground acceleration ever recorded on instruments in the United States of 16.7 meters/second. 
The earthquake affected a densely built-up, primarily low-rise area.... 
The moderate-sized Northridge earthquake was the most costly seismic event in the United States since the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, resulting in the loss of life, physical injury, psychological trauma, and property damage estimated to be up to $40 billion. 

*****    Demand a surety bond adequate to pay for a worst case scenario.****
Urge Culver City to demand insurance that covers all Culver City Stakeholders from losses due to potential seismic risks and other risks related to oil and gas (O&G) operations within Culver City as a prerequisite for issuing drilling permits.  Include these musts:
1. The surety bond must be from a AAA credit rated Bank or Insurer.
If respected Insurers will not cover O&G operations near active earthquake fault lines, why should Culver City residents, business owners, and major corporations be at risk of major losses of life or property due to an oil field related accident?
2. The surety bond must be for probable cause.  That is, ask Culver City to require that the oil field Operators & Owners accept responsibility to prove that they are not at fault for any death or damages related to their operations.
Often the O&G industries put the burden of proof for damages on its victims. If Culver City permits new wells, demand that it require the Operators & Owners to assume full responsibilty for probable cause of any death, injuries, illnesses or damages to Culver City Stakeholders from their operations.
3. State the amount you deem adequate for full coverage to protect all Culver City Stakeholders
If it cost Northridge $40 billion to rebuilt in 1994, today's cost would be over $67 billion.

· Recommend a surety bond to cover costs of a worst case scenario, such as Deepwater Horizon (2010)

· Or recommend your estimate of costs covered for a bond due to “a moderate event”, as the 1994 Northridge earthquake or  the 2010 SanBruno gas pipeline explosion that destroyed 35 multi-million dollar homes and took 8 lives

· Or minimally require a $2.5 billion bond as sign of good will on the owners & operators part to assure they will use best practices to assure protection as they operate with all due caution.
PLEASE TAKE HOME AND ASK OTHERS TO SEND IN THEIR COMMENTS TOO!

Remember they must be in the Culver City Attroney's office before 5:30 PM this Wednesday, March 14th!
